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What is phonics?

• Knowledge of the alphabetic code

• Skills of segmentation and blending



Read Write Inc.
• Learning to read and write is a cornerstone of Early Years 

Education. At Kilburn Grange School, we follow the Read 
Write Inc.(RWI) Programme. 

• Children take part in high quality phonics sessions every 
day. Children are taught phonics in small groups tailored to 
children’s ability in reading. As children progress in phonics, 
these literacy sessions will gradually become more 
structured and children will have reading and writing 
opportunities daily.



Alphabetic Code
The phonemic system is a system of sounds represented by letters or 
combination of letters from our alphabet.

• Approx. 44 phonemes in English represented by 26 letters in about 140 
different combinations!

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound (example: c-a-t)

• 4 principles underlying the phonemic system:

– Phonemes are represented by letters 

– A phoneme can be represented by more than one letter, e.g. sh, th, 
ee, igh (digraphs, trigraphs)

– The same phoneme can be spelled in more than one way, e.g. rain, 
may, lake

– The same spelling may represent more than one sound, e.g. mean 
deaf, flown crown, field, tried





Definitions

VC Vowel-consonant it, on, up, in, at, am, an

CVC Consonant-vowel-consonant words

(not 1:1 correspondence with 
grapheme but linked to the 
phoneme)

dog, duck, ship, 

huff, sheep

CCVC 

CVCC

CCVCC

CCCVC

Adjacent consonants in initial 
and/or final position

swim, clap, black

went, vest, felt

Blank,  crisp, spelt

split, spring



Pronouncing Phonemes
• Pronunciation of phonemes is a technical skill  

• Phonemes must be articulated clearly and precisely
• Care must be taken to pronounce the pure sound of some 

of the consonant phonemes e.g. c, b, d, t
• Some phonemes should be clipped to avoid confusing 

children 

 Check out:

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/


Reading Skills

• Blending:  Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, 
for example c-u-p, and merging or synthesising them in the 
order in which they are written to pronounce the word ‘cup’.

• Segmenting:  Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken 
word (e.g. sh-i- p) and writing down or manipulating letters 
for each sound to form the word ‘ship’.

• Oral blending:  Hearing a series of spoken sounds and 
merging them together to make a spoken word. No text is 
used. e.g.  When a teacher calls out b-u-s, the pupils say 
‘bus’.  This skill is usually taught before blending and reading 
printed words.



Let’s Pretend…

• We’re learning a new sound…

• Say it, hear it, write it

• Practise writing previous sounds

• Write words

• Practise reading and making words

• Oral blending



Typical Phonics Progression
Knowledge and Skills Typically taught in....

Phonological awareness taught throughout the year with a big focus in the 
summer term (during Nursery) on oral blending, segmentation, rhyme and 
initial sound discrimination...

Nursery, Reception and 
on-going

•Grapheme-phoneme correspondence (Approx. 35+)

•Segmenting and blending of VC and then CVC  words containing short and 
then long vowels and words containing digraphs and trigraphs

•To read and spell familiar HFWs and some tricky words (20 reception words)

•Two syllable words for reading

Reception

•Blend and segment words containing adjacent consonants alternative 
graphemes for 40+ phonemes....ai/ay

•Try alternative pronunciation for graphemes bow/cow 

•Read and spell HFW and tricky words for year 1

•Read and spell 2-3 syllable words

Reception, Year 1, Year 
2

•Word specific spellings (consolidate that words can be spelt in more than 
one way) e.g. see/sea...

•Past tense, Suffixes and Prefixes

•Spelling guidelines/rules

Year 2



Phonics Screening Check
• At the end of Year 1, all children take a phonics screening check. 

The ‘check’ comprises of a list of 40 words and combines both real 
and pseudo-words (nonsense words such a fip, plav). 



Home Learning Record

If your child is showing achievement 
or progress in one of the areas of 
learning, share it with the class 
teacher here.

The class teacher will complete this section to 
let you know what are your child’s next steps 
and what practise you could do at home.

The class teacher will respond 
to your comments here.

What 
book did 
you  read 
to your 
child or 
did your 
child read 
to you?

Initial 
here

Comments 
your child 
made while 
reading the 
story. Use 
the questions 
to encourage 
children to 
talk about 
the book.



More Information
• Play lots of sound and listening games with your child.
• Read as much as possible to and with your child.
• Encourage and praise – get them to have a ‘good 

guess’. 
• Ask your child’s teacher if you want to know more.
• There is lots of information available on Read Write Inc. 

(RWI) website:
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

• Do you have any other questions?

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/


Thank you for coming.


