What To Read?

Don’t restrict your child’s reading materials to only books. It is good
for children to read a wide variety of materials. This gives the message that reading is important in everything we do. Provide the
chance to read other types of reading materials such as:














Magazines
Comics
Poetry books
Newspapers
Diaries
Reference materials
Atlases
Maps (road maps, street directories)
Instructions for games, machines etc.
Cooking recipes
Letters
Picture books
Shopping lists

Encourage a particular interest by talking about it and encourage
further reading.
If your child is reading for information, encourage him or her to have
a question in mind so that the reading has more purpose. If your child
is browsing through a book looking at pictures and other graphics but
reading little, recognise that he or she is developing good previewing
techniques. Don't require that every word be read.
Do not force your child to read books that you think he or she should
read (and enjoy!). If your child is a reluctant reader, reading about
topics in which he or she is interested is a good start. One book (or
author) is likely to lead to others. You might read a portion of the
book to or with the child to attempt to spark interest, but if the child
remains uninterested, set the book aside.

Helping Your Child at Home:
Reading Tips for Beginner Readers

Correcting Mistakes

Getting Started

Share books often!

If the mistake makes sense, as in a misreading of house or home, let your

Always remember that we teach phonics to help children learn to
read and write and in order to do this successfully they need to love
books! The best way to help your child is to read as many books as
possible in both English and your child’s home language. Read anything that your child is interested in (including magazines, menus,
etc.). You don't have to read all (or any) of the words each time. Remember to use silly voices, make sound effects, pull faces, act things
out, talk about what you can see, talk about what you both think and
feel and have fun!

child continue to end the sentence. Then go back and ask “what word is

Make up stories on the go - Take turns adding to a story the two of
you make up while riding in a car or bus. Try making the story funny
or spooky.

such as the initial/ beginning letter and final letter sounding where possi-

Home link stickers - Encourage your child to tell you what they have
done at school today. Use the home link stickers children come home
with to talk to the children about the learning that happened at
school.

that?”
If the mistake does not make sense, lead your child to correct the mistake by allowing time to self-correct.
Model self-correction by rereading what your child has said and ask
“Does that make sense?”
If the meaning is still not clear, look at the word and find familiar letters

ble.
Finally, say the unknown word then read the sentence and talk about the

meaning of the word in the context of the sentence.

DON’T LET FRUSTRATION OR

Give everything a name! - Build your child’s vocabulary in both English and their home language by talking about interesting words and
objects. For example, "Look at that aeroplane! Those are the wings of
the plane. Why do you think they are called wings?"

EMOTIONS SET IN!

Model suitable reading strategies for your child whenever the

Places to go, things to see! - Provide a variety of experiences for your
child (these do not all need to cost money). Many reading comprehension problems occur because a child lacks background information that would give meaning to
words on a page. These experiences will also help
your child to become a better writer.

opportunity arises.

The 3 P’S –
PAUSE-PROMPT-PRAISE

Reading at Home

PAUSEWhen your child is trying to sound out an unfamiliar
word, give him or her time to do so.
PROMPTAsk: What makes sense?
What sounds right?
What does it start with?
Is it a red word?
If the word makes sense:
Allow your child to continue reading
If the word doesn’t make sense:
Encourage your child to have another try.
Tell your child the word.
PRAISE – Encourage and praise for their efforts.
Make comments when you child has finished reading the story such as:
I like the way you …
Well done for…
That’s really great…
You must have been practicing…
You did a lot of work today…
→

One more time with feeling - When your child has sounded out an
unfamiliar word, have him or her re-read that sentence. Often children are so busy figuring out a word they lose the meaning of
what they've just read.

Make a regular time for reading every day.
Enjoy the material with your child.
Turn off the T.V.



Let your child know that you enjoy the time together.
Take turns reading aloud at bedtime. Children enjoy this special
time with their parents.
 Your child will sense when you are bored. Be sure you find it interesting.
 Be seen as a reader yourself. Let your child see that you value
reading both for the information you gain and for the enjoyment you
derive. Demonstrate how you read for different purposes!
 Encourage children to make use of the school and local libraries.
 Take pressure off your child by talking about the book. Show interest and let your child be the teacher/leader rather than commenting about the reading ability.
 Read little (5-10 minutes) and often (most days) with your child to
help maintain interest. Don’t over do it!

BRIGHT
IDEA!

Give books, comics or magazines as presents
and show your child how to care for them.
Encourage other family members or friends to
buy books as gifts, too.
Encourage the routine of reading in
bed before lights out.

Some Things to Do
→

Do encourage your child to guess what the story is about.

→

Do praise every effort in reading.

→

Do read from illustrations, and encourage your child to build
up the story, the people in the story … etc.

→

Do mention things like:



The author- the person who wrote the story



The illustrator - the person who drew the illustrations

→

→

→

Do support your child to connect with the story. Help your
child connect to his or her own experience. If you're reading
about an animal, for example, remind your child of your observations of that animal in your garden or at a zoo. Look for
differences as well as similarities between print and experience.
Do pick books that are at the right level. Help your child pick
books that are not too difficult. The aim is to give your child lots
of successful reading experiences. REMEMBER that getting
meaning from print is what reading is all about.
Do act as book critics – Ask your child to discuss whether they
enjoyed a book or not. Rate books using up to 5 stars. Compare
books written by the same author. Provide practical reading experiences for your child, such as reading instructions or a recipe. Ask your child to critique the reading material. Was everything clear? How could the message have been improved?

Once is Never Enough
Do encourage your child to re-read favourite books and poems as well
as their school reading book. Re-reading helps children read more fluently (quickly and accurately).
Pre read
Look carefully at the front cover, drawing attention to the title, illustrations and author. The children can start to make predictions about
what they think might happen in the book.
First read
Focus on using sounds to decode the words in the book. Draw your
child’s attention to any ‘red’ words that they will not be able to decode,
e.g. ‘the,’ ‘I’ or ‘put’.
Second read
Talk about what is happening in the book to see how well your child is
understanding what they are reading. There are some questions and
prompts in the front and back cover of the book to help you. Asking
children about who the characters are, where the story takes place,
what has happened and what they think will happen next will all help to
improve comprehension skills.
Third read
By now your child will be familiar with the book and should focus on
building fluency and expression. Encourage your child to read whole
sentences rather than single words at a time. If a sentence ends with a
full stop the sentence should be read loudly or in a surprised/excited
voice or intonation of questions should go up at the end. Different voices could be used to express different characters or speech bubbles.
Dig deeper into the story - Ask your child questions about
the story you've just read. There are a list of questions to
help you get started in your child’s home learning record
book.

