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Be aware. Maths is everywhere!



Reception End of Year Mathematics
Early Learning Goals (ELG’s)

• In EYFS consist of two aspects: Number and Shape space and 
measure

• Number ELG : 
– Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and 

say which number is one more or one less than a given number. 
– Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers 

and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including 
doubling, halving and sharing.

• Shape, space and measure ELG: 
– Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, 

distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 
problems. 

– They recognise, create and describe patterns. 
– They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use 

mathematical language to describe them.



Mathematics Curriculum
• Based on Singaporean mathematics 

principles
• Fewer topics in greater depth
• Depth before breadth
• Number sense and place value come 

first
• Concrete-pictorial-abstract approach
• Language and thinking are important 

key principles
• Problem solving and applying maths 

is at the centre of teaching 
mathematics



Features of Mathematics Lessons

• Concrete materials

• Maths meeting

• Language and thinking (using 
star words vocabulary and 
explaining their thoughts)

• Do now task: Pupils are ‘doing’ 
straight away. No time is 
wasted. Transition helps to 
ensure no time is wasted.



Depth before Breadth 

• Mixed ability learning partners

• Numbers represented in different 
ways

• Problem solving and applying maths 
across different areas of learning 
and incidental opportunities with 
language and thinking at the core



Top Tips
• Media portrays attitude it’s okay to hate or be bad in maths. 

It’s not! Develop perseverance and resilience and good 
‘habits of mind’.

• Look for incidental opportunities for maths in everyday 
experiences (transport, shopping, cooking, at the park etc.). 
Apply maths in everyday life.

• Play games (Snakes and Ladders, dominoes, board games that 
involve maths).

• Little and often is best!
• Do you have any other questions?



Thank you for coming.


