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Aims

• To develop an understanding of transition at 
Kilburn Grange School.

• To be able to support your child though 
transition.





What is transition at school?
• It is defined as the process where policy and/or practice have 

been adapted to support children in settling in to their new 
learning environment. 

• We want our pupils to experience a smooth transition 
throughout their learning to ensure that the children continue 
to make the very best progress and to have confidence to look 
forward to future year groups with enthusiasm. 



All Change!

• Change is an inevitable part of life. We are always changing!
• Our job is to teach children to handle change and adapt 

accordingly.



Transition at Kilburn Grange School

• Curriculum – super starters, fantastic finishes, topic approach
• Children might be mixed into new classes every year
• Handover meetings between for new teachers allows for 

personalised planning to children’s next steps
• Reception timetable changes throughout the year to become more 

structured to prepare pupils for the next stage in their learning. 
• Class swap day (meet new teacher, teaching assistant and spend 

some time as a class)
• Circle times and talk for writing lessons geared around 

transition/moving to Year 1 (i.e. make a passport for Year 1, a leaflet 
about our school for new Reception children)

• Leaflet for pupils and parents to share together
• Meet the teacher in September



Reception and Year 1

• Reception to Year 1 is a big change as children are entering 
a new key stage.

• Reception follows Early Years Curriculum whereas Year 1 
follows the National Curriculum.

• This means there are subjects rather than learning areas.
• Year 1 also has a more structured and formalised approach 

to learning where Early Years is more play-based.

• Leaflet to help pupils to understand 
how Year 1 will be different from 
Reception.



Play and learning
Children’s play is a serious business; it is an essential part of all children’s 
development and learning. Free imaginative play is essential for social and 
emotional development and health. Structured activities in school and at 
home - while of value - need to be balanced with time for free imaginative 
play. Free play is unique - it develops the imagination and enables children to 
think creatively.  Children of all ages and abilities can engage in fantasies that 
enable them to manage anxiety, solve problems and rehearse overcoming 
difficulties. There is evidence that children who engage in imaginative free 
play are more likely to succeed throughout school and in later life.  It is 
important that your child has time to engage in free imaginative play at home 
regularly. 



Summer Slide

• Studies show that children who do not read or have access 
to books during the summer can regress up to 2 months of 
reading performance. This is referred to as the ‘summer 
slide’.

• Read, read, read!
• Bingo game to play and complete during the summer.



Questions

Do you have any other questions?



Thank you for coming.


