Handwriting

Our school handwriting cursive script is taught from Reception onwards. Please refer to Handwriting Leaflet for more information.
Pupils work towards earning a pen licence every academic year from
Year 1 onwards. There are specific steps to success pupils need to
achieve before they earn their pen licence. The pen licence can be
taken away at any time if pupils don’t maintain the steps to success
after receiving their pen licence.

Supporting Your Child’s Writing

Talk for Writing
Talk is fundamental to developing good literacy skills: children are exposed to new vocabulary and sentence structure in conversation and
can try out new phrases, sentences and ideas before committing
them to paper. Encourage your child to:
• describe in detail how something looks, sounds, smells, tastes or
feels
• retell stories and their own experiences
• predict what might happen next in a story, TV programme or film
• explain the instructions of a game
• discuss how writers shape their ideas using words
• sing to help develop vital awareness of sounds and patterns such as
rhymes, rhythm and repetition.
Find the Write Spot
Provide a comfortable place for your child to write in peace - make
sure the area is relatively quiet, away from distractions and well lit.
• Stock up on exciting writing materials: different papers, notebooks,
a range of pencils, pens and coloured crayons.
• Gather family photos, interesting pictures, information books and
artwork that can be used as story starters. Provide experiences and
resources that will spark their writing.
Be a Writing Role Model
• Your child should see that writing is a real part of your life. Let them
see you drafting, checking, making changes and editing what you
write - this is a natural and valuable part of the process.
• Write with your child for 'real' purposes: present lists, invitations,
thank-you letters, emails, cards, menus, texts, short stories, poems
and scrapbooks of holidays, hobbies and special events. This is more
meaningful and rewarding for children and creates a fun and interesting way for them to develop their writing skills.

Spelling Strategies
Children learn in variety of different ways. In order to support our dualapproach to spellings, there are several strategies / or combination of strategies that the children can use to learn spellings, empowering them to become
independent learners and spellers.

Visual strategies

Try writing the word down in two or three different ways, in joined
handwriting. This will fix the spelling in the hand.

Use a highlighter pen to draw your attention to the part of the word
you need to learn.

Look for words within words (e.g. get in vegetable, lie in believe).

Use the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check strategy.

Reading flashcards to remember how words are spelt
Auditory strategies

Listen to the word. Break it into syllables and then identify the phonemes in each syllable (e.g. Sep-tem-ber).

When letters or parts of words are silent, say the words in an exaggerated way (e.g. k-nife, bus-i-ness)

Analogy is using words already known (e.g. could, would, should).
Learning strategies

Learning about the structure of words can help spelling. For example, find the root of a word and check whether it changes when prefixes or suffixes are added (e.g. smiling: root = smile + ing).

Mnemonics are a useful memory aid (e.g. Big Elephants Can Always
Understand Small Elephants = Because, what has a hat, when has a
hen).

Homophones often cause difficulties, e.g.
here and hear. Learn them with other
words that look the same rather than
sound the same (e.g. here, where, there).

Play games such as ‘I Spy’, ‘Hangman’ (we
renamed it as Snowman) and Scrabble to
develop spelling skills in a fun way.

Put a Spell on Them
Our spelling approach works on two ways:

Learning about the spelling patterns and rules (phonics) to apply when
attempting unfamiliar words.
Through this, children will feel more confident when trying to spell unfamiliar
words; using new or adventurous vocabulary will be less daunting for them.

Learning high frequency words and common exception words (i.e. ‘red’
words which cannot be sounded out)
Learning by heart the most commonly used spellings will provide a useful ‘bank’ of
known vocabulary. As these words often come up in writing, children need to
know them and will see the accuracy of their spelling increase. This, in turn, will
have a positive impact on their confidence.
EYFS and KS1

Children learn the phonic patterns for reading and spelling during daily
whole class phonics sessions.

Children are given weekly spellings to learn at home and they are tested on
them every Friday. These spelling words are carefully planned throughout
the academic year.

The spelling words will be a mixture of words with a specific phonic pattern,
as well as high frequency words and common exception words (red words).

Spelling rules and/or mnemonics will be explained and given to the children
to help them learn these words.

Pupils practise the spellings at home using ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check
strategy’ in their home learning record books.

Pupils practise these spelling words during spelling sessions at school during the week.

In Year 2, once pupils have finished the phonics programme, they will have
daily spelling sessions.
Each class has a spelling display with a spelling chart and useful ‘spelling learning strategies.’ There are spelling mats on the table in every classroom with
common exception words and red words that the children need to know for
their year group. The spelling mat is accessible at all times to support writing.
In key stage one and two, pupils also have dictionaries to reference if they
need support with spelling or proofreading. If you would like a copy of the
spelling chart or the mat for your child’s year group, please ask your child’s
class teacher.

Read, Read, Read
If your child reads quality texts, they will be a better writer; they will
learn new vocabulary and experience authors’ techniques that they
can use in their own writing.
• Regularly read to/with your child, not only stories, but poems, timetables, magazines, newspapers, letters, emails, adverts and instructions. Discuss the purpose and audience of the different types of
writing.
• Introduce reluctant readers to exciting writing and vocabulary in audio books. Provide the book, too, so they can 'read along'.
• Join your local library and explore the shelves together.
• Read traditional tales (myths, fairy tales, fables) from different
countries or in languages that your family may speak at home. Notice
similarities across cultures and ask your child to predict 'what comes
next'. Older children might make up their own alternative traditional
tale.
Places to Go, Things to See!
• Explore the arts – e.g. visit visual art exhibits, musical and drama
performances. Use music, photos or paintings to stimulate writing.
•Provide a variety of experiences for your child (these do not all need
to cost money). Many reading comprehension problems occur because a child lacks background information that would give meaning
to words on a page. These experiences will also help your child to become a better writer. This includes going to a zoo, farm or a theatre.
•Have some fun helping your
child try out ideas through drawing or drama before writing them
down.
• Dramatise stories with other
family members or create puppet
shows.

Make Writing Fun
• Be patient and positive. Remember, it is difficult to get everything
right when you are learning. If too much emphasis is placed on technicalities, such as spelling and grammar, a child may become too
anxious to 'have a go'. These are barriers that reluctant writers in
particular need to overcome.
• Celebrate how your child expresses their ideas through writing rather than dwelling on mistakes. Focus instead on content, interesting
word choice and enjoyment of the writing process.
• Make up a story together about a toy or family pet. Take photos to
make a storybook.
• Write a letter to your child's favourite author.
• Writing journals encourage writing for pleasure. 'Free writing' in a
special book can enable a child to be their most creative.
• Use class topics to stimulate ideas for writing, e.g. Fairy tales, Toys
Impressive Creatures, Space - all inspiring stuff! When children write
about a subject that they are immersed in, they don't think of it as
work. Use the curriculum leaflet for your child’s class for more ideas.
• Compile shopping lists together, then let them be responsible for
carrying the list and finding certain items.
• Offer to help write down their stories - or use dictation computer
software, such as Dragon Dictate.
• Create silly sentences or tongue twisters using alliteration (words
which start with the same sound) e.g. Silly Sam slid on Simon's slimy
salad sandwich.

What does writing need?


Clear thinking: Sometimes your child needs to have his/her
memory refreshed about a past event in order to write about it.



Sufficient time: Children may have `stories in their heads' but need
time to think them through and write them down.



A Meaningful Task: A child needs meaningful, not artificial writing
tasks. Some of the reasons for writing include: sending messages,
keeping records, expressing feelings, or relaying information.



Interest: All the time in the world won't help if there is nothing to
write, nothing to say. Take your child to different places to develop their experiences and knowledge of the world.



Practice: And more practice.



Praise: Take a positive approach and say something good about
your child's writing. Is it accurate? Descriptive? Thoughtful? Interesting? Does it say something?



Revising: Children need experience in revising their work – for example, seeing what they can do to make it clearer, more descriptive, more concise…

