
The Federation of Grazebrook and Shacklewell Primary Schools 

Rainforests: Journeys and 
Adventures 

 

Autumn (second-half 2019)   

 

 

Maple Class 

 Curriculum  Information 
Leaflet 

 We will learn to develop our dance skills. 

 We will practise learning a dance to music and creating a story 
through dance. 

 We will continue to develop our swimming skills with our weekly 
lessons. 

How can you help your child at home? 

-Play music at home and dance with your child. 

-Discuss with your child the importance of swimming and how to 
stay safe in the water. 

Religious Education (R.E.) 

In R.E., we will be learning about Hindus and why they celebrate Di-
wali. 
 We will discuss the story of Rama and Sita. 
 We will learn about the Diya and why it is important in the Diwali 

story. 
 We will learn the purpose of Rangoli patterns. 
How can you help your child at home? 
-Discuss Hinduism with your child and show them images of Rangoli . 

 

Physical Education (P.E.) 

Computing 

 In Computing, we will be exploring rainforests through new Virtu-
al Reality VR apps.  

 We will be our own interactive learning games for Year 1. 

 
How can you help your child at home? 
-Talk to your child about online safety. Use our ‘Think s.m.a.r.t., 
use your heart’ poster to help them remember the safety rules. 
You can find this poster on our school website. 
-Look at images of the rainforest online what can they see? What 
would they be able to hear?  
-Discuss what games would help younger children learn. 

In Art, we will be focusing on developing our drawing skills.  

 We will learn to use three different grades of pencil in drawings 

 We will use charcoal , pencil and pastels 

 We will create different tones in drawings 

 We will show patterns and textures in our drawings 

 We will use a viewfinder to find a specific part of an object or im-
age 

 For D.T  day we will create a traditional Kayapo Tribe head dress 

How can you help your child at home? 
-Encourage your child to practice sketching. 
-Research different tribes and the importance of a headdress. 
 

Art and Design and Technology (D.T) 
 We will learn different animals names in Spanish. 
 We will continue to review what we have learnt already. 
 
How can you help your child at home? 
-Encourage your child to practise their Spanish to name animals. 

Spanish 

 Your child should wear their P.E. kit to school every Thursday and 
Friday. 

 Check your child’s Class Dojo learning profile on the Class Dojo web-
site or Class Dojo app daily. 

 Home learning records will be collected every Wednesday. Check 
your child’s home learning record book to see when their reading 
books will be changed. 

Please remember... 

We will be learning how important nutrition is for the functioning of the 
skeleton and muscles in animals. 

How can you help your child at home? 
-Look at the food you eat at home or in the supermarket. Discuss food 
that is healthy and unhealthy and the importance of eating fruit and 
vegetables. Look at how the food and drink we have affects our teeth 
and bones.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Science 



 We will continue to develop fluency and expression in read-
ing, focusing on comprehension. 

 We will be learning to create and spell new words by adding a 
variety of different prefixes and suffixes.  

 We will learn to use adverbs and fronted adverbials effective-
ly in our writing.  

 We will begin to use prepositions to express time, place and 
cause.  

 We will be learning to understand, identify and spell a wider 
variety of homophones. 

 We will be learning to understand and use the features of fact 
files and letters.  

 We will begin to understand how to construct a balanced ar-
gument and to write persuasively.  

How can you help your child at home? 
-Read to and listen to your child read everyday. Model reading 
with expression and encourage them to read for pleasure. Talk to 
your child about what they have read.  
-Encourage your child to practise writing for different purposes 
and practise what we have learnt. Read writing back to check it 

 We will be continuing to learn column addition and subtrac-
tions.  

 We will be learning our 3,4 and 8 times tables. 
 We will be learning how to multiply and divide by 3,4 and 8. 
 We will draw arrays to represent multiplication and division. 
  
How can you help your child at home? 
-Practise addition and subtraction of two and three digit numbers 
using formal column methods.  
-Practise learning the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8  and 10 times tables and their re-
lated division facts.  
 
 
 

Our topic this term is ‘Rainforest journeys and adventures.’ Here 
are some of the experiences we will enjoy: 
 We will learn about what life is like living in rainforest tribe and 

make comparisons with our own lives.  
 We will investigate some of the threats to the rainforest, such as 

the impact of deforestation. 
 We will also begin to think about ways in which we can help to 

reduce these threats to the rainforest. 
 We will write and perform at ‘Panorama’ style TV new report 

about the effects of deforestation and what the future holds  
How can you help your child at home? 
-Research information about the deforestation of the rainforests. 
Why is it happening? What impact is it having? What can we do to 
help save the rainforests? 

English 

Mathematics 

Our Topic Learning 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) 

 We will learn about other religious festivals and traditions. 
We will be celebrating Diwali, Remembrance Sunday, Hanu-
kah and Christmas.  

 Our SMSC topic is ‘Celebrating Difference’. We will learn to 
accept that everyone is different and to use kind words.   

 We will learn about families and how they can be different. 

 We will discuss  bullying and how our words/actions can 
affect others. 

 We will learn about our school value collaborate and why col-
laboration is so important.  We will learn how to collaborate 
to produce a Christmas concert. 

 We will join in with Children in Need to raise money and learn 
about bullying during Anti-bullying  Week. We will learn about 
International Day for Tolerance, Human Rights Day and St An-
drew’s Day. 

How can you help your child at home? 

-Talk to your child about the importance of collaborating with 
others and how to collaborate successfully (e.g. sharing, being 
polite).  

-Talk to your child about what makes him/her unique and how 
their uniqueness is something to celebrate! 

-Read the ‘Character and Learning Habits’ leaflet on the school 
website for more ideas. 

 In Geography, we will be describing the location of some of 
the world’s rainforests in relation to Europe and major world 
countries. 

 We will be comparing and contrasting rainforest settlements 
with our own. 

 We will be considering the types of people who live in the 
rainforest and why they choose to do so.  

 We will be discussing the environmental impact of deforesta-
tion. 

How can you help your child at home? 
-Consider your daily routine and compare and contrast it with some-
one who lives in a rainforest tribe.  
-Investigate how many miles you would have to travel to visit differ-
ent rainforest regions across the world.  

Geography  

Music 

 We will continue to sing songs building rhythm, melody and 
rounds. 

 We will continue to learn to play recorders. 
 We will continue learning musical notes and how to read them.  
 
How can you help your child at home? 
Listen to music and encourage your child to give their opinion using 
appropriate vocabulary, as well as talk about how the music makes 
them feel. 


