
Developing Your 
Knowledge of Phonics 



So what is phonics?
What is phonics?
There has been a huge shift in the past few years in how we 

teach reading in schools. Schools are now teaching children 

how to read and spell using phonics.  This is having a huge 

impact on children’s ability to read. 

Phonics is recommended as the first strategy that children 

should be taught, in helping them learn to read. It runs 
alongside other teaching methods such as Guided Reading 

and Shared Reading to help children develop all the other 

vital reading skills and hopefully give them a real love of 

reading.



In the past people argued that because the English 
language is so tricky, there was no point teaching 
children phonics. Now, most people agree that 
these tricky bits mean that it is even more important 
that we teach phonics and children learn it clearly 
and systematically. A written language is basically a 
kind of a code.

Teaching phonics is just teaching children to crack 
a code. Children learn the simple bits first and then 
easily progress to get the hang of the trickier bits.

So why bother learning phonics?



Some people worry that phonics is taught to children when they 
are too young. However, those people might be surprised if they 
stepped into a phonics lesson. 

Phonics sessions are made up from games, songs flashcards, 
actions and whiteboard learning and our phonics sessions last for 
20-25 minutes per day. In my experience, (when phonics is taught 
well) children generally enjoy phonics so much that they don’t 
even realise that they are learning.  

The children at Kilburn Grange School enjoy a blended 
approach of two teaching schemes RWI and Jolly Phonics.

They love their phonics sessions and as soon as their phonics song 
comes on they instantly sing and become very animated!!!! 

How is phonics taught?



So how do we teach phonics at 
Kilburn Grange School?

• We recognise that learning to read and write is a  
cornerstone of Early Years Education and indeed provides 
children with skills that they need for life. 

• Being able to read and write impinges on everything that 
we do. 



Alphabetic Code
The phonemic system is a system of sounds represented by letters or 
combination of letters from our alphabet.

• Approx. 44 phonemes in English represented by 26 letters in about 140 
different combinations!

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound (example: c-a-t)

Are the children taught phonics in 
alphabetical order?



No, children are taught from the 
phonics grid.



The letter sounds are taught in a particular order. For 
example the first 8 sounds are:

m, a, s, ss, d, t, i, n.

Once your child knows the letters and their sounds  
they begin to read/ write/ spell simple words for 
example: 

sat
mat
tin

sit

at
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Segmenting

• Children are also taught to segment. 

This is the opposite of blending. 

Children are able to say a word and 

then break it up into the phonemes 

that make it up. This skill is vital in 

being able to spell words.

Phonemes are 
a single sound



Blending

• Children are taught to blend the 

sounds together. This is when children 

say the sounds that make up a word 

and are able to merge the sounds 

together until they can hear what the 

word is. This skill is vital in learning to 

read.



How does segmenting and blending 
help the children to read?





Phonics Screening Check
• At the end of Year 1, all children take a phonics screening check. 

The ‘check’ comprises of a list of 40 words and combines both real 
and pseudo-words (nonsense words such a fip, plav). 



How to support your child at home

Pronouncing Phonemes
• Encourage your child to use their phonics knowledge to 

read unfamiliar words.
• Ensure that phonemes (sounds) are articulated clearly and 

precisely. Care must be taken to pronounce the pure sound 
of some of the consonant phonemes e.g. c, b, d, t

• Share in reading and writing activities with your child.

 Check out:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8



RWI Books
• Once children start to blend, they start reading using the 

Read Write Inc. decodable books (fiction and non-fiction). 
This is to ensure that children only come across words and 
sounds they learnt. This is the order of the colour of the 
books. 


