
Reception – Once upon a time Curriculum Information Summer (1st half) 2022 

     

Our topic:  

Once upon a 

time… 
 

Communication and Language 
- We will begin to ask questions of others and 

begin to give explanation to why things happen 

for example: How do we grow and change? 

- We will also use vocabulary linked to different 

topics for example: when discussing a life cycle. 

- We will continue to use story telling language to 

retell a familiar story such as, Once upon a time.  

- We will begin to follow a story without pictures or 

prompts.  

 

 

 

Understanding of the World 
- To learn about a life cycle through observations, 

factual books and diagrams.  

- To look at how animals grow and the changes 

that they go through as they do. 

- To learn about mini-beast and their habitats.  

- To use age appropriate technology to create 

pictures and labels. 

- To learn about plants and labelling their key 

features. 

 

 

Physical Development 
- To adopt a safe approach when tackling 

challenges or managing some risks for example 

when jumping of an object. 

- To consistently negotiate space when playing 

racing or chasing games. 

- To use simple to manipulate a material for example 

creating a character using play dough. 

- To begin to understand how to transport and store 

equipment safely for example carrying scissors.  

  

 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

- Learning about differences between themselves and others. 

- Discussions about being ‘proud’ of their achievements. 

- To continue to learn the importance of collaboration and 

reflection in our daily lives and tasks.   

- To learn the skill of persistence when encountering a new or 

challenging task.  

- To understand that mistakes are used to learn from and 

improve.  
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mathematics 
- Continuing to calculate an answer to a number sentence 

supported by their own workings. Working with numbers up to 50. 

- Recapping inserting numbers on a clock face. 

- Learning how to read o'clock from a clock face.  

- Learning to read half past from a clock face. 

- Learning to estimate a quantity. 

- Learning the difference between estimation and accurate 

counting. 

- Learn to count and write numbers in reverse from 40-0. 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Literacy 
· To explore the magic of storytelling. 

· Write a story retell, sequencing key events and using 

story telling language. 

· To talk about characters usually found in a story. 

· To  begin to write a narrative (story). 

· To learn how to use and write adjectives to make 

their written pieces more interesting.  

· To continue to practise reading  and writing red 

words (tricky words) A list of words will be sent home 

this term so you can help your child too.  

· To learn how to read a write …. ‘Once upon a time…  

· To learn interesting ways to start a story.  

· To learn that a story always has a beginning a middle 

and an end. 

· To continue to use our phonics knowledge to write 

sentences, messages, stories and questions. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design/SMSC 
- To use aspects of role play to act in 

character from a traditional story. 

- To use natural materials such as 

wood, beans, rice and leaves to 

create pictures and pieces of art 

work.  

- To create a piece of art work that 

they can share with their peers during 

a ‘show and tell me’ session. 

- To use musical instrument 

rhythmically. 

- To learn different songs and begin to 

create their own songs and rhyming 

couplets.  
 

 

How can you help your child at home? 

 
- Plan outdoor experiences where your 

child can observe and comment on 

animals in our local environment.  

 

- To browse factual books on animals and 

create a fact sheet on their favourite 

animal. 

 

- To explore traditional stories from different 

cultures. 

 

- To visit a theatre or watch a show.   
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