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There are some important decisions that we make as 
parents for example, our child’s name, religion, 
where our child lives and what school our child 
attends.

Choosing a school for your child is extremely 
important and sometimes difficult, as each school is 
different. All secondary schools (as primary schools) 
teach from the National Curriculum. However, how 
this curriculum is delivered varies hugely on the 
ethos of the school, intake of pupils and area the 
school is situated in. 

So how do you know what school is suitable for 
your child?

Plan and Prepare



Things to consider
When looking at a secondary school for your child, you may want to consider the following:

• The school’s Ofsted report

• The school’s admission criteria

• What are the school’s GCSE results data

• The distance of the school from where you live

• The cost of the school uniform

• What the school offers- if you child has a specific talent e.g. does the school have a rich 
sport curriculum or music curriculum

• Do you want a faith or non faith school- faith schools often have added criteria of entry

• Are any of your child’s friends going to the school that you have selected

• Not all schools give priority to children with siblings already attending the school, so you 
will need to check the admission criteria

• What order will you list your schools of preference?*

*The reason it is so important to list the schools in your order of preference is that when results 
are returned to the Admissions Team, we may receive offers for more than one of your 
preferences. As only one offer can be made to your child, you will be offered the highest school 
possible from the list you provided. Any offers made lower in your list will be withdrawn and put 
back in the system. Take special care how you order your preferences is that when results are 
returned to the Admissions Team, we may receive offers for more than one of your preferences. 
As only one offer can be made to your child, you will be offered the highest school possible from 
the list you provided. Any offers made lower in your list will be withdrawn and put back in the 
system. Take special care how you order your preferences



Where to start?
• Have an open discussion with you child. Although parents 

make the final decision its important that your child’s voice 
is considered. 

• Look at the school’s entry criteria

• Browse the school’s website- to see what the school offers, 
that will be suitable/ compliment your child’s needs and 
personality 

• Check the school’s Ofsted report (ofsted.gov.uk) and GCSE 
data

• Find out and attend the school’s open evening- its 
important that you take your child with you when visiting 
after all they are the ones that will be attending

• Don’t be afraid to ask questions during your visit

• Speak to other parents

• Check whether the school that you want requires an entry 
exam

• Where the school is situated in relation to where you live 
for example, some schools have a distance criteria. 

• Contact the schools you are interested in and ask for a 
prospectus



GCSE results

https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/collections/statistics-
performance-
tables#secondary-school-
(key-stage-4)

This website has be created 
by the Department of 
Education to give you league 
tables and results of 
secondary schools in England

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-performance-tablessecondary-school-(key-stage-4)


Types of School Independent schools

• Sometimes called 
Private schools

• Normally fee-paying

• www.isc.co.uk

• Apply to the school(s) 
directly

• Community

• Academy

• Voluntary 
Aided (Faith)

• Foundation

• Free

• State 

http://www.isc.co.uk/


Open days/evenings

https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place#planandprepare
https://camdensp.org.uk/moving-on-to-secondary-school-in-camden-open-events-for-parents/


Key dates 



Key dates… 



Other Things to Bear in Mind

• Every school has a published 
admissions criteria

• Schools must offer following the 
correct order of their criteria

School Preferences
• List up to six schools in the order you 

prefer them with your most preferred as 
number one

• The preference order is important, think 
carefully abut this as only one offer can 
be made

• You can include schools outside your 
local authority, your ranking doesn’t 
affect your child’s eligibility at a place for 
a school in your own local authority

• Check the admissions criteria for each of 
your preferred schools as the order of 
priority may give you an idea of your 
chances to success

• You can change your preferences any 
time until 31st of October on your home 
page

• You cannot change them after this date 
unless there is a good reason such as a 
change of permanent address or a test 
result received after the 31st of October 
which may affect the likely outcome of 
the application





Myth busters



How to apply

1. First register online- www.eadmissions.org.uk

2. Keep created passwords safe you will need to use them again to 
check progress/change choices etc. 

3. Keep the key dates in mind when making you application or awaiting 
the result to your application. 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/


Key things to remember:

• Final application counts and must be submitted on time by the 31st of 
October 

• Changes made online must be submitted

• Preference order is important

• Offer Day is 1st March (Secondary)

• Acceptance deadline is two weeks after offer day

• Appeals deadline is four weeks after offer day



If you need more help?

Brent:

020 8937 3110

School.admissions@brent.gov.uk

Camden:

020 7974 1625

admissions@camden.gov.uk


